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I do like a good story. I like a story even more when 
it touches my heartstrings.  I also like the 

occasional story that challenges me – though I may 
not like it at first.  I like a story that makes me laugh 
and one that has a great teaching moment, especially 
when it’s not expected. I know that I am no Stuart 
McLean; nonetheless, let me share a story with you. 

Many years ago, when I was still in high school, a 
grand total of fewer than 30 kids from grades 9-12 
gathered for our weekly assembly. Mr. Browder, the 
principal, looked at us, smiled, and said, “Who is your 
favorite person in the Bible?” (I forgot to mention this 
was a Christian School.) Some hands shot into the air. 
There was Peter the rock and David who won the 
battle against Goliath. Then the expected answer: 
Jesus. In a Christian School, who can go wrong with 
this answer? And who could forget Mary the mother 
of Jesus and Daniel who was thrown into the lion’s 
den, and Paul who introduced the Good News to 
many countries. 

Then Mr. Browder answered his own question.  
Unexpectedly, he said Joseph.  Joseph’s brothers sold 
him into slavery. Potiphar’s wife accused him of 
adultery. Then he spent a longer time in jail than he 

would have if the wine bearer 
hadn’t forgotten about him.  
That was the Joseph whom 
Mr. Browder chose. 

Joseph is an important person 
in Scripture.  He shows us what 
forgiveness means. For a 

moment imagine we are in his shoes; wouldn’t we 
rather opt for revenge? Yet, Joseph recognized that all 
those things happened to him for a reason. He saw 
God’s hand in it. Even when his brothers thought 
Joseph would seek revenge he reminded them that 
even though they intended to do him harm, God 
intended it for something good. 

This year we have looked at different people in the 
Bible for what their lives can teach us and how their 
life experience can help us on our spiritual journey 
and relationship with God. 

My favorite person in the Bible is Ruth.  Since I was 
young Ruth was very significant for me. I shared my 
favorite passage (Ruth 1:16-17) when I was 13 years 
old with an elderly couple. I shared what I thought its 
significance was and what I believed it teaches us. 
Little did I know that this would set in motion a 
series of events that would lead me to answer God’s 
call to the ministry when I was 22. 

Who is your favorite person in the Bible? What truth 
or lesson do you take away from their lives? 

My friends, we don’t need to be like Stuart McLean to 
share our stories. Part of our stories is our favorite 
person in Scripture. This summer I encourage you to 
share with others the story of that person - or people 
- in Scripture. 

Many blessings for sharing stories this 
summer season, 

Rev. Dewald (Dewey) Delport 
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It’s July and Calgary’s all too brief summer is upon us. Gazing out the window as I write this, admiring the 
trees, flowers and climbing vines, it is difficult to grasp that it will turn into a polar wasteland in several 
months. And, if you interpret this to mean that I’m not enthused with Calgary’s winters, you’re right. 

July also brings the summer issue of What’s Up?, which we hope you will find both interesting and 
informative. Rev. Delport’s message leads the way with his challenge to us to consider who our favorite 
Biblical character might be, though we can’t cop out by choosing any Person of the Godhead. I have two, 
Jonah and Daniel. The former because I see a lot of myself in him – although I’ve so far managed to avoid 
being swallowed by a great fish – and Daniel, perhaps because he was a lot more as I think I should be. 

Our congregation celebrated St. Giles’ 60th anniversary with brunch at the 
Winter Club on April 23rd, immediately following the Sunday morning 
service. It was well organized and those responsible are to be congratulated. 
As part of the event Janet Astle read her poem which cleverly describes our 
church’s history in verse. It is reproduced here on pages 3 to 5. Michael 
Moorhouse ponders the nature of faith (page 9) and Jason Gaskarth has 
written the story of what we might call his musical journey. It’s worth 
repeating his closing remarks because they apply to all of us: 

‘Do not be afraid to put yourself out there, no matter what your gifts are. 
Everyone has something to offer…’ 

St Paul would have agreed (1 Corinthians, Chapter 12). 

This and much more in this issue of What’s Up? 

                                                Best wishes for the summer, 

Denis Mascardelli for the Editorial Team 

EDITOR IAL  

NO T E WO RT H Y  

To Friends of St. Giles, 

Thank you all so much for your expressions of sympathy and for attending the celebration of life service for 
Ian’s mother, Dorothy Ann Pederson.  

We appreciated how quickly the reception that followed was organized - the presentation of the food and how 
good it all tasted! Thank you to all those involved. 

Ian, Helen and Sandy McKay 

Do Not Worry 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your 

body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of 

the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 

not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And 

why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 

yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass 

of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—

you of little faith?” 

Matthew 6:26-30 
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There were two little churches, way back in ‘fifty six, 
That  had small congregations, and were in quite a fix. 
North of Downtown, and called Pleasant Heights and North Hill, 
They joined forces, and found they had greater will, 
To build a new church, and call it St Giles. 

In ‘fifty seven the new congregation was ready to form, 
And services were held at King George School or Foster’s Garden home. 
The Rev H.L. Simpson was inducted, and some property found 
Beside tenth street and 23rd ave…on quite high ground. 

The sod was turned, and construction began on the site, 
And the church was dedicated in December, ‘fifty eight. 
Men, women and children were all sent a call 
To work a wool rug that still hangs on the wall. 

The oak pews were ordered from far Ontario, 
But got lost on the train, while still many miles to go. 
They arrived just in time, and were all put together, 
For the dedication service, which was held in very cold weather. 

The font was ordered from Eaton’s, (with great care,) 
But for now the tall windows were left clear and bare. 
The church grew and grew and much money was raised 
To pay down the mortgage that had left people fazed. 

In nineteen sixty six some good folks felt called 
To have a large, stained glass window installed. 
Christ the Good Shepherd was to be its name, 
And being the first was its claim to fame. 

In ‘sixty seven nearby Confederation Park was made, 
And St Giles paid towards a bridge, so folks didn’t have to wade. 
Meanwhile, some thought a second window would be neat. 
This was to be called Mary anointing Christ’s feet. 

In’ sixty eight Rev. Simpson decided to retire, 
and Rev. David Crawford soon came to the blue spire. 
He had many an idea, including having a lunch, 
Where we all dressed as cowboys - and its still called Stampede Brunch. 

He also thought, for friendships to re-align, 
We’d have coffee on the porch - when the weather was fine. 
While, to right a wrong that had caused some oppression, 
Women were allowed, for the first time, to join Session. 

 

ST  G I LES  PRESBYTER IAN  CHU RCH  H I STORY  

PRESENTED  AT  TH E  60
T H

 ANNIV ERSARY  LU NCH EON  

ON  SU NDAY ,  APR IL  23,  2017  
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On a lighter note gold gowns were bought for the choir, 
And were worn for forty years until they, we decided, to retire. 
Meanwhile, a group formed, called the Scottish Country Dancers, 
They met in the lower hall and proved to be great prancers! 

David also pursued fundraising for to see, 
More stained glass windows installed, that would be 
Called The Good Samaritan and, after a while, 
Jesus and the Children was added, in great style. 

At discussions with government he had a seat 
Concerning building a centre for seniors to meet. 
By ‘seventy four to St. Giles all departments came, 
For Confederation Park Senior Centre to have a name. 

By ‘seventy five the mortgage was cleared, which was such a bane, 
And more windows were added to replace all the clear panes. 
Susan Woodward was organist by nineteen eighty two. 
While young Marni, with the junior choir, did what - only she can do. 

In ‘eighty eight to the Winter Olympics the choir did go, 
Wearing multicoloured outfits that did flow… and flow. 
But in nineteen ninety one, out of shape we were bent 
When we found the church vandalized, during Advent. 

In the mid nineteen nineties we did what we could 
To host talent shows, which were really quite good. 
Men in pink tutus were not to be missed, 
And even Cinderella herself got kissed (by MY husband). 

Twas in September nineteen ninety five, 
That our Elder Bill Stephen did contrive, 
To become first Lay moderator of Calgary-Macleod, 
An occasion that made us all very proud. 

In ‘ninety five Rev. Crawford retired for some well-earned rest, 
And the next year Reverend Vincent arrived, at our behest. 
The following year, basement renovations were well underway. 
And during Remembrance four women, memorial wreaths did lay. 

In nineteen ninety nine, Inn from the Cold did begin, 
Where we asked the homeless to come in, come in. 
Dinners and breakfasts and lunches were all made, 
But in twenty sixteen we were sorry to see it all fade. 

We raised some funds for the new millenium’s sake, 
To join the house to the church, and the chancel remake. 
In ‘oh one we heard sad news that Chalmers would close, 
 But, luckily for us that congregation to St. Giles goes. 

S T  G I L E S  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  H I S T O R Y , P R E S E N T E D  A T  T H E  

60
T H

 A N N I V E R S A R Y  L U N C H E O N  O N  SU N D A Y ,  A P R I L  23 ,  2017  
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It was not long before Heather became our school leader. 
And to this day, for the children, we continue to need her. 
Meanwhile, some who have served this church since day one, 
Are the Samson family, George, and then Ted, his son. 

Narthex construction was completed in twenty oh two, 
Which was when Cody Obst became our organist new. 
In ‘oh four Merle began to lead the newsletter team, 
While in ‘oh six Reverend Vincent to retire did lean. 

In ‘oh seven Ylena became our organist fine, 
And Rev. Dave Crawford joined the minister line. 
He stayed but two years before another search was on. 
The committee worked hard, and it wasn’t much fun. 

In year twenty eleven, my how the years do fly, 
Rev. Delport, and his dog Hannah, arrived by and by. 
We were worried his accent would be a bit too thick, 
But there was no problem, and he is just the right pick. 

Esther, our latest organist, arrived in twenty ten 
And it seems the team has worked well, since about then. 
Now, it is time our sixtieth anniversary to celebrate, 
and nothing else but, for me, this poem, to terminate.  

Janet Astle 

S T  G I L E S  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  H I S T O R Y , P R E S E N T E D  A T  T H E  

60
T H

 A N N I V E R S A R Y  L U N C H E O N  O N  SU N D A Y ,  A P R I L  23 ,  2017  

Janet Astle wearing the hat worn by the first 
choir members 

Editors Note: 

Janet Astle has very capably fulfilled the role of archivist for St. Giles since 1998. 

Her thoroughly researched, well written submissions are a highlight of every issue. 

Thank you Janet for bringing together 60 years of history in such a concise and 

entertaining manner. 

Rev. Dianne Ollerenshaw 

60th Anniversary tidbit: St Giles Presbyterian Church 

Did you know that when the Rev. Dianne Ollerenshaw 

chose to use a tree theme for her children’s time during 

the 60th Anniversary Service—she had no idea that the 

Sunday School had already used a similar theme for 

their Anniversary luncheon presentation?  

A case of great minds thinking alike! 
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G od blesses us in many ways. As members of 
session we have been blessed with a hard 

working, cohesive group of elders dedicated to 
St. Giles.  

This winter and spring we were able to finish 
reading Twelve Steps to an Effective Church by 
Kennon L. Callahan. The study has helped us to 
highlight areas of strength and areas to improve. 
We will continue to work with the book this fall. 

Session and the Finance Committee came together on 
three Saturday mornings in February, April and 
recently in June for workshops led by Rev. Delport. 
During these sessions we carefully went through the 
budget to closely monitor and evaluate our spending. 
Two elders have been able to negotiate reduced fees 
for services which will translate into notable savings. 

Our next workshop will be held in November. 

On the St. Giles website, go to weddings and you will 
notice that we are working towards promoting 
St. Giles as an ideal church for Christian weddings. 
Although not all details have been finalized, we are 
hoping that this will be another source of exposure 
to the public for St. Giles. 

God has graced us all with many gifts and blessings. 

We are truly blessed as a session to have such a 

wonderful congregation to help us and be the core of 
St. Giles. 

May our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. 

Candace Siddall, Clerk of Session 

SESS ION  NE WS  

WH A T ’S  H AP P E N I NG  I N  WO R SH IP  

W e began this year by looking at the lives of 
various people in Scripture and how their 

stories can inform and encourage us.  We continued to 
do so after Easter and, in no particular order, will look 
at: 

 Cain and Abel 

 Enoch 

 Abram and Sarai 

 Abraham and Sarah 

 The other two patriarchs: Isaac and Jacob 

 Joseph 

 The Judges: Gideon, Deborah, Samson 

 Samuel 

 Elijah and Elisha 

 The Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, Amos, 
Daniel and his friends 

 and a few others. 

If there is anyone you would like us to look at, let me 
know and I’ll try to incorporate him/her. 

Rev. Dewald (Dewey) Delport 

I  would like to thank all the volunteers again this year for making the 
English Cream Tea and Bake Sale such a success. The tea would 

not happen without the support of the volunteers and bakers and of 
course all who come out to attend, ensuring an enjoyable afternoon. 

A very special thank you to Carman Ashmead and her musicians for 
their beautiful music. An extra big thank you to the core team of 
Jenny Thompson, Donna Russell, Dianne Mascardelli, Ann Frost and 
Rev. Dewald Delport. The servers, dish washers, sandwich makers, 
decorators, set up, and bakers made our St. Giles English Cream Tea 
and Bake Sale a success. 

Candace Siddall, Coordinator 

ENG L I SH  CR EA M  TE A  A ND  BA K E  SA L E   
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PU TT ING  YOU RSELF  IN  GOD ’S  PATH  

O ne thing that we often hear as Christians, or 
even in the movies, is that the Lord works in 

mysterious ways. If this wasn’t the case, then one 
could call it fate…but I prefer the former. Often this 
mystery of God will put us on the path, which is of 
greater reward then I could ever imagine or hope for. 

I don’t contribute much in the way of articles to 
What’s Up, save for the few lines about our yearly 
Folk Night, and for a Christmas piece I was inspired 
to write about ten years ago. I will contribute this 
time…this is a story about my musical journey…
which I hope you find interesting. 

I did not come into music until a later age than most, 
at the age of 21. A friend’s wife was selling her guitar 
for $50, a relatively 
inexpensive CBS 
Masterworks Guitar which 
I still own, but which now 
sits, unstrung, in my 
basement. I remember that 
I was studying for exams at 
the University of Calgary 
and needed a bit of 
distraction.  I was soon 
visiting my friend, Stuart, 
who although he played 
electric guitar, agreed to 
teach me my basic chords. 

If any of you have ever 
attempted to learn a 
stringed instrument then you know that it can be 
literally painful. First of all, you need to build up 
callouses. When you learn your basic chords, such as 
a C Chord, or a G Chord, you find that you can play 
them fairly well, given the callouses, but changing 
them is a nightmare of uncoordinated awkwardness. 
It takes weeks or even months to get the muscle 
memory correct, and even now, when learning a new 
chord, which I do occasionally, it takes time and 
practice. 

I remember buying my first guitar book. Not a theory 
book, but a compilation of Gordon Lightfoot hits, 
called Gord’s Gold. The first song I remember playing 
was Early Morning Rain, which happens to be the first 
song in the book. Before long I knew the easier songs, 
quite a few of which are written in the major keys of 

C, D, or G, and can be played with some competency 
by a novice. 

My first audience was not our congregation, but my 
great Uncle Bill. After about a year or so of practicing, 
and after my purchase of Gord’s Gold, I took my guitar 
over to Uncle Bill’s house in Inglewood, close to 
where my father grew up, and close to where my 
great grandfather had a house. Uncle Bill’s name was 
William Walker Gaskarth, which is a traditional name 
in the Gaskarth family. You will find this name in a 
few generations of Gaskarths around the province, as 
it was also my great grandfather’s name. He was my 
Grandpa Frank’s eldest brother. The three of us went 
fishing in the 70’s and 80’s, and this was the 

inspiration for a song I wrote 
in 2013, called The Road. By 
the 1990’s Uncle Bill’s fishing 
days were behind him, as by 
then he had lost his sight. 

I do remember playing out of 
the Gordon Lightfoot 
songbook to Uncle Bill. 
Although my voice was not as 
well trained nor my guitar 
playing as proficient as now, 
he nevertheless was most 
appreciative. He loved the 
Lightfoot tunes, and 
I remember him remarking 
that he used to hear Wilf 
Carter play in and around 

Calgary back in the day, and that I sang much better 
than he did. Uncle Bill passed away in 1995; he was 
84 years old. 

By the time of his death I had met my wife, and we 
were married in 1997 at St. Giles. I remember first 
coming to St. Giles and seeing the choir. However, I 
was a little leery of the choir gowns, and the fact that 
a couple of the men wore bow ties. I never could 
imagine wearing bow ties and gowns! 

By 1999 Rev. David Vincent was established at 
St. Giles as our minister and  I had gained proficiency 
at different types of music beyond Mr. Lightfoot. It 
was December, Christmas was approaching, and 
some force was urging me to perform. I cannot really 
explain why or how, but I found myself meeting with 



Page 8  

PU T T I NG  YOU R S E L F  I N  GO D ’S  PA T H   

David in his office. I imagined 
that some audition was in 
order, so with my Masterworks 
guitar I played and sang a piece 
called Belleau Wood. It is a 
curious Christmas song, which 
covers the Christmas truce 
between the Germans and the 
Allies in the First World War. 
Written by a composer named 
Joe Henry, I heard it performed 
by Garth Brooks on one of his 
albums. 

Looking back at it now, this was 
quite a forward request. I never 
did think about approaching 
the choir director, Susan 
Woodward, at the time. 

However, David heard the song out, and agreed that 
I would perform it during the Fourth Advent Sunday 
service. We would work it into the Children’s Story, 
which was intended to calm any performance nerves 
that I might have, as I would sing to the children. 

I recall Belleau Wood going well. Although, I must say 
now, my guitar did not have the resonance and 
quality of the twelve string, or even the six string I 
use today, nor was my voice particularly well 
projected. However, I did perform the song as well as 
my skills would allow, and it seemed to resonate with 
the audience. Little did I know where this would 
lead . 

Three or four weeks later Susan Woodward 
approached me. She remarked that I sang well, and 
that she would like me to join the choir. I did have a 
condition, and that was that my wife had to join with 
me. I was relieved to learn that I didn’t have to wear a 
bow tie, nor any tie at all for that matter. I consented 
to wear the choir gown however. 

I remember being very nervous in that January of 
2000. I didn’t know how to read music at all. While I 
could carry a tune, it was by ear. The first piece I 
performed with the choir was an anthem called 
The Artist. That Sunday we only had four men, 
including myself. I do remember that I was one of the 
tenors and Jim Weisert was the other tenor, which 
was fortunate, as Jim is an excellent sight reader. 

Over the next nine years or so, music brought me 

more gifts. When Susan Woodward moved to Ontario 
with her family, Marni Strome took over as choir 
director. Through Susan’s last years, and through 
Marni’s first years at St. Giles, I steadily improved. I 
found that I could project my voice well, and stay in 
tune…most of the time. At home, my guitar improved 
as well. I bought a Simon and Patrick twelve string in 
2002, which I took to easily. The better quality 
instrument allowed for better performance. In the 
later part of the decade, I was the music director for 
the Men’s Cursillo at Camp Kannawin in Sylvan Lake. 
At St Giles, I also did a solo once or twice a year, and 
continue to do so to this day. 

When Rev. Dave Crawford came to St. Giles, I was 
invited to be an elder. Although I admit that I have 
many failings as an elder, one of the best ideas that I 
had was an evening where we could showcase the 
musical talents of members of the congregation, as 
well as select friends and guests. In April of 2009 the 
St. Giles Folk Night was born, and it was agreed that 
the proceeds would go to a worthy project or cause of 
our choice. 

We have had nine Folk Nights since 2009, and each 
has provided something different. As a congregation 
we have helped many organizations, including Inn 
from the Cold and the Thutong Ya Bana School in 
Kimberly, South Africa, that Marni has visited over 
the years. Through the support of many key 
individuals, and through the support of audiences, 
volunteer performers and volunteer workers behind 
the scenes, we have managed to make a difference 
around the world to people whom we shall never 
meet, but whom we have touched in some way. 

It is said that music is the soul of life, or at least it 
should be said. I believe that life is not a goblet to be 
drained, but a measure to be filled, and I can say that 
music has filled my cup, and my cup is overflowing. 

To you, the reader, I say this: Do not be afraid to put 
yourself out there, no matter what your gifts are. 
Everyone has something to offer, and I can testify 
that offering and developing your gifts can lead to 
greater things that you can ever imagine. 

Put yourself on God’s path, he will lead you well. 

Blessings to you all. 

Jason Gaskarth 
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TH E  NATU RE  OF  FAITH  

T he title is 
more than 

a little 
presumptuous, 
isn't it, but 
there's no 
intention here 
to be moral or 
profound. It's 
just that 
something that 

happened recently has pushed me to think about 
what I actually believe. A significant family illness 
had caused us to travel east across the prairies to be 
of use and comfort. It's a drive we've made many 
times, and you could come along too if you were to 
hop into the car and set out for Strathmore. Just keep 
your eye on the fields south of the highway and you'll 
see a big hand-painted sign not far from the road. 

The sign says in large letters WHEN YOU DIE YOU 
WILL SEE GOD, which is rather different than the 
usual affirmation from John 3:16 about God's love. 
For one whose twenties are a distant memory it 
caught my attention and has lingered there. Frankly, 
my first reaction was to be offended, and there is still 
some lingering sentiment like that hanging around. 
After all who has the right to lecture me, etc., but 
then our own St. Giles mission statement declares 
that we will care for our community, and that means 
we have to interact with our neighbours, which I 
suppose is what that sign is doing. 

But a hundred metres or so further the same hand 
has painted TRUST IN GOD, and that 's different. It's 
nothing to do with church or denomination; it's 
deeply personal and for me it's wrong. The inference 
is that I have some choice in the matter, as though 
God were some earthly entity that can be tried out 
and evaluated. Surely God is above such a 
description. Still, maybe education and life 

experience direct me to attempt to grasp an 
immensity of time and space beyond imagination, 
and sometimes the Power that determines them. 
In such a context, I can only be on my knees seeking 
grace. 

The journey continues east for another couple of 
days. The Trans Canada Highway is virtually empty 
of traffic. East of Medicine Hat past Irvine you're in 
the northern fringes of the Cypress Hills and in 
antelope country. This trip we saw a herd of a dozen 
or so pretty close. They don't pay any attention to 
passing cars. Around Swift Current there's still the 
occasional pump jack, slowly nodding to  drain the 
last dregs from the fields my forbears discovered a 
couple of generations ago. Brings back my own 
memories of the roar of diesels and the clang of drill 
pipe from the good days when we were all young. 

Overnight in Regina and into the low flatness of 
Manitoba where all the rivers of the west-central 
continent have gathered their waters to begin the 
journey to Hudson Bay. 

A few days in Winnipeg to somehow help begin the 
journey to recovering speech and motion after a 
stroke. We would perhaps have liked to attend 
worship at First Presbyterian where we  married, 
but there wasn't time and our visits to the hospital 
offered only a passing glimpse of Kildonan 
Presbyterian, Margaret's home church and the first 
Presbyterian church built west of the Lakehead. 

Too soon back on the road again for home, but now 
the situation is known and there's time for thought. 
There is somehow a reassuring and comfort in these 
flat prairies that we know well. It's Spring and this 
year's crops are just beginning to thrust through. 
Everything is green, but not the green of midsummer; 
rather it's a spring green, a younger green, the 
confident green of a trust in God. 

Michael Moorhouse 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in him may not perish but may have eternal life.   

John 3:16 (NRSV) 
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TH E  LABYR INTH  AT  ST .G I LES  

O ur labyrinth, which we’ve had for almost two 
years, reflects our values of ‘Spirituality’ and 

‘Inviting Others’. More flowers have been planted 
along the west fence to add to the beauty of our 
backyard. If you’re interested in walking the 
labyrinth, information can be found on our website 
and a brochure is available in the narthex, or ask any 
of our Elders.  

Labyrinths are part of religious traditions around the 
world and are used for slowing down from a busy life; 
to think about next steps in a life journey or for 
comfort during times of sadness.  

Here are some things to keep in mind during a walk 
through our labyrinth.  

FOCUS:  Pause and wait at the entrance. Become 
quiet and centred, maybe say a short prayer or 
close your eyes. Enter when you are ready. 

EXPERIENCE:  Walk purposefully, at your own pace 
(fast or slow) following the line of bricks. 
Concentrate on the placement of one foot before 
the other and gentle, regular breathing. When 
you reach the centre, stay there and focus. 
Leave when it seems appropriate. Be attentive 
on the way out. 

EXIT:  Turn and face the entrance. Give an 
acknowledgement of ending, such as “Amen”. 

REFLECT:  After walking the labyrinth, reflect back 
on your experience, and perhaps sit on one of 
the benches. Adopt a sense of gratitude and 
offer thanks.  

WALK OFTEN:  You are welcome here. Each 
journey will be unique. 

Sandra Cameron Evans 

B I R T H D A Y  C E L E B R AT I O N  

On Friday, June 9, 2017, 
Doreen Higgin hosted a 
Birthday Party at her home 
to celebrate the 80th 
Birthday of Elle Klassen. 

Among those present to 
share in the celebration 
were Norm Miller, Tueny 
Haworth, Chris Browne, 
Walter and Susan Cooper 
and Ted Samson. 

Doreen made a delightful 
birthday cake decorated 
with flowers and candles 
especially for the occasion. 

Left: Doreen Higgin assisting with the lighting of the candles on the cake for Elle’s 80th birthday. 
Right: Elle Klassen, Norm Miller and the special birthday cake . 



Page 11  

H IGH  SCH OOL  GRADU ATES  

Aalia (Jolyn) Shellenberg 
graduated from Bowness High 
School. This fall Aalia plans to 
attend Mount Royal 
University to pursue a BA 
degree in General Studies. 

Proud parents are Woody and 
Cathy Shellenberg. 

Aalia is the granddaughter of 
Gerry and Marilyn Machum. 

Lara Machum graduated from 
Maples Collegiate School in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. This fall 
Lara plans to attend the 
University of Manitoba to 
pursue a Bachelor of 
Architecture degree. 

Lara is the daughter of 
Clive and Angie Machum. 

Lara is the granddaughter of 
Gerry and Marilyn Machum. 

Lindsay Shannon Brock graduated 
from Central Memorial High School. 
In the years to come, Lindsay will use 
her love of social media and great 
dramatic flare to contribute to the 
political discussion. 

Lindsay is the daughter of Richard 
Brock and Barbara Harms Brock 
and sister to Lauren. 

Lindsay is the granddaughter of 
Donna Brock and Audrey Harms. 

Gerry Hall graduated from Bangkok Patana School in Thailand. 
This fall Gerry plans to attend the University of British 
Columbia, Faculty of Applied Sciences, to pursue studies in 
Engineering. 

Gerry is the son of Ken and Lisa Hall. 

Gerry is the grandson of Gerald (Gerry) and Margaret Hall. 



Page 12  

UNIVERS ITY  GRADU ATES  

Kira Daly graduated from the University of 
Calgary with a Bachelor of Social Work degree. 
For the outstanding commitment to her work, 
Kira was the recipient of the Clarice Chodak 
Recognition of Excellence Award. 

Kira is presently working part time as a 
Counselor with Child and Family Services in 
Calgary. 

Kira is the daughter of Dennis Daly and sister to 
Shanna and Nola Daly. 

Kira is the granddaughter of Donald and 
Madeleine Daly. 

Kennedy Nyhoff graduated from the University of Richmond 
(Richmond, Virginia) with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration and a Minor in Criminal Justice. 
This fall Kennedy plans to continue her studies and will be 
attending the University of Richmond School of Law.  

Kennedy is the daughter of Karen and Doug Nyhoff of Dallas, 
Texas and is the sister to Taylor and Mason Nyhoff.  

Kennedy is the granddaughter of Jack and Phyllis Alexander.  

Ashley Marie Muchka graduated from Simon Fraser University 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in International Studies and a 
minor in Political Science with specialization in Comparative 
World Politics Culture and Society. 

Ashley is presently working with the Government of Canada  in 
Vancouver. 

Ashley is the daughter of Brad Muchka and Diane Ferguson and 
brother to Greg. 

Ashley is the granddaughter of Beth Ferguson. 

Kira with CCRE Award 
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UNIVERS ITY  GRADU ATES  

Monica Cepoiu Martin 
graduated from the 
University of Calgary with a 
Doctor of Philosophy degree 
in Health Services Research. 
She also holds a Medical 
Doctor (MD) degree from the 
Carol Davilla University of 
Medicine and Pharmacy, and 
a Master of Science degree in 
Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics from McGill 
University.  

Monica is presently working 
as a Research Associate with 
the Physician Learning 
Program, Continuing Medical 
Education, University of 
Calgary. 

Attending the convocation 
ceremony were daughter 
Sophie, husband Kelly 
Martin, and his parents 
Dennis and Chris Martin. 

David McCormick graduated from the 
University of Lethbridge with a Bachelor 
of Management degree, with a major in 
Accounting. 

David attended the University of 
Lethbridge for the past several years, 
taking night classes at the U of L's 
Calgary Campus while he worked 
full-time.  

Andrew (Andy) Carmichael, 
received his Chartered Professional 
Accountant (CPA) designation in 
February 2017. His dad, Rick, also a 
CPA, was honored to introduce 
Andy at the ceremony. 

Andy is the son of Rick and Susan 
Carmichael and brother to 
Sarah Clark. 

Andy works for the accounting firm 
Ernst and Young, in Calgary. 

Jordan Livingston graduated from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University in Prescott, Arizona with a Bachelor of Science (Honors) 
degree in Aviation Business Administration. Once he gets his 
mileage completed he will be able to fly a commercial plane. 
Jordan was born in Calgary, and knew he wanted to be a pilot at an 
early age. 

Jordon is the son of Jason and Trina Livingston and brother to 
Malcolm and sister Sloane. 

Jordon is the grandson of George and Annette Livingston. 
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CH OIR  NEWS  

Good Luck and Best Wishes Marni! 

A fter 17 years of conducting the Choir at St. Giles, Marni 
Strome will be taking a year off to complete her Master of 

Music degree at Holy Names University in Oakland, California.  

While she is away, we can look forward to the intermittent 
appearance from Don Schraefel when he isn’t visiting his wife. 

We extend to Marni our very best wishes for a successful and 
productive year. 

At the 60th Anniversary service, our choir with special guest, June Stephen, singing the hymn ‘All in an April Evening’. 

Our present and past 
choir members in 

performance at the 
60th Anniversary 

celebration held at the 
Calgary Winter Club 

W e have had another great year with our 
incredibly reliable and dedicated choristers! 

Rain, shine, or snow – you can count on our Choir 
every Sunday. We now take a break for the summer, 
although many members will perform in our 
summer church services. The Choir looks forward to 
resuming rehearsals in the fall with the talented 

Esther Woelfle leading the way. 

We are always happy to welcome new members and 
would like to invite you to try the Choir experience.  
We meet at the church on Thursday evenings at 7:30 
pm. 

Marni Strome 
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CHU RCH  SCH OOL  NEWS  

R ecognition Sunday was held on June 25th with 
the children and youth choosing the hymns, 

doing the readings and prayers as well as taking 
collection. Rev. Delport’s sermon on stories of 
courage with Samuel and David was highlighted by 
the interaction with the younger members of our 
congregation.  

This year we will NOT be hosting Vacation Bible 
School, instead we will provide information about 
VBS at other churches to anyone who is interested. 
Lesson preparations have been done for each Sunday 
during the summer and are available in the Narthex 
with a sign-up sheet. Consider taking a turn to 
volunteer and get to know the kids better. 

Our biggest need is new teachers for this fall!! If 
anyone is interested in teaching the older or the 
younger group, please let me know and we can get 
you involved. It is a wonderful gift to share your faith 
and help the children at St. Giles grow theirs. 

                                                                  Heather Mackie 

W e have made it to June and another dance year 
is drawing to a close. Every spring Jason and I 

pull a disappearing act from church as we take 
Shannon and Madeleine to participate in dance 
competitions in Olds, Red Deer, Camrose and Calgary.  

Through dance the girls grow as students and artists. 
They performed jazz, tap, ballet, lyrical and 
contemporary dances, amazing us with their ability to 
work their hardest every single time; even in the face 
of adversity as was the case with one adjudicator who 
was terrible with everyone on stage.  

We all had to learn to hold disappointment in check 
and remember that dance is fun. It was not the life 
lesson we expected the girls to deal with but they and 
their friends continued on with grace and enthusiasm 
for dance.  

It was also wonderful to see Sarah Clark (Carmichael) 
at the Calgary competition with her own dance studio. 
Sarah, we hope to see more of your studio at 
competitions—we will cheer you on too! 

                                                                             Toby Gaskarth 

T H E  G A S K A R T H  G I R L S  I N  D A N C E  P E R F O R M A N C E  

Madeleine 
performing 
her solo 
"Jump, Jive 
and Wail". 

Aislinn McAuley 
took part in  the 
Bearspaw 
Historical 
Society’s Canada 
150 Celebrations 
on June 24th, 
modelling  a 19th 
century costume 
(though not 19th 
century shoes). 

Aislinn enjoys 
going up to the 
front of the church 
for the children’s 
story although it 
would appear that 
she enjoys dancing 
to the songs as 
much as the story. 

CANADA 150  

Shannon (left) 
and her partner 
performing their 
dance "Hunting 
Tigers out in 
India". 
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CO MM E NT S  FR O M  Y OU R  R EP R E S E NT AT I VE  E L D E R   

O N  PR E SB Y T ER Y  

P resbytery met on May 29th at St. Andrew’s, Leth-
bridge followed by the annual Retreat led by 

Rev. Charles Fensham, Professor at Knox College. 

Discerning the Future of our Presbytery 

• Enthusiasms and Concerns Regarding the  
Ministries of the Presbytery 

 The Moderator shared her pleasure at attend-
ing St. Giles 60th anniversary; 

 Knox, Calgary celebrated 134 years as a congre-
gation and 30 years in its current building. 

• Mission and Strategy 

 The committee is evaluating Presbytery’s  
continued participation in partnerships and  
will provide recommendations in September. 

Reports on the Ministries of our Presbytery 

• Clergy and Congregational Care 

 Roberto DeSandoli, who is nearly finished his 
MDiv studies, will work at Grace this summer; 

 Calvin is doing very well.  The Bocskoras family 
is pursing permanent resident status in Canada.  
Presbytery approved sharing the legal expenses 
with the congregation and family;  

 The Mission and Strategy Committee was di-
rected to prioritize helping Presbytery discern 
its mission for the future of our congregations. 

• Administration Committee 

 The one-year appointment of officers, including 
Dewald Delport as Clerk, was approved. 

Reports from Interim Moderators/Presbytery 
Representatives 

• Varsity Acres Church 

 It was announced that a candidate was to 
preach for the call on June 18th. 

• Centennial Church 

 The congregation is doing well with two bap-
tisms in recent months. 

• Grace Church 

 A Congregational Profile and Lead Minister po-
sition description have been completed and  
distributed; the position description for the  
Associate Minister will be available soon; 

 Presbytery approved term service for Elders. 

• St. Andrew’s Church, Calgary 

 The Presbytery Representatives have been 

meeting regularly with Session and the          
ministers both on the search for a Minister,   
Vision and Direction as well as a Ministry Plan 
for 2017. 

• St. John’s, Medicine Hat 

 The congregation and Rev. Cocks are moving 
well towards the minister’s retirement with the 
Search Committee actively pursuing candidates. 

Reports on our Ministry Partnerships 

• WMS 

 Both the Synodical and Annual Presbyterian 
Gathering were held at Grace in April. 

• Synod of Alberta and the Northwest 

 Director of Regional Ministries 

➢ On May 5-6th, youth from across Alberta   
attended Healing and Reconciliation – Youth 
Leadership Training; 

➢ Rev. Dianne Ollerenshaw is available to    
facilitate the KAIROS Blanket Exercise; 

➢ Rob Shropshire Program Coordinator,       
Refugees, PWS&D met with Presbyterians 
involved in refugee sponsorship.  He will be 
leading the education component at Synod, 
October 21st. 

 United/Presbyterian Campus Ministry 

➢ The ministry engages in spiritual and  multi-
faith programming with students at the 
UofC, MRU and SAIT with drumming as a 
strong component of the ministry; 

➢ 10-15 young adults gather for a simple meal 
and worship most months; 

➢ The Ministry again hosted the labyrinth at 
the end of semester. 

Presbytery Officers 

• Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris completes his Stated     
Supply Ministry with Grace on July 2nd; 

• The commission for elders was approved with 
Sandra being St. Giles’ Representative Elder and 
Jeanne the Alternate. 

Next Meeting – The next meeting will take place  
September 19th at St. Andrew’s, Calgary with the   
Service of installation of the Moderator to follow.  
All are welcome.  

                                                           Sandra Cameron Evans 
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F INANC I AL  UPDATE  T O  JU NE  2017  

The table at right shows both the envelope revenue goals 

for 2017 by month and the actual dollar amounts received. 

By the end of the first quarter (March) giving had fallen 

short of the goal by $5,494, a rather inauspicious start for 

the year. 

We’re pleased to report that the second quarter (April-

June) results have shown a remarkable turn-around so 

that by the end of June congregational giving is well ahead 

of the  year to date goal. 

Well done St. Giles! 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”   

2 Corinthians 9:7 (NRSV) 

2017 ENVELOPE REVENUE GOALS 

  

Percentage 

of total 

giving 

Goal for 

2017 
Actual 

January 6.7% 13,986 14,320 

February 8.1% 16,909 14,454 

March 8.3% 17,326 13,953 

April 7.8% 16,282 27,567 

May 8.5% 17,743  34,042 

June 7.7% 16,074  18,869 

July 6.0% 12,525   

August 6.7% 13,986   

September 7.5% 15,656   

October 9.4% 19,622   

November 9.8% 20,457   

December 13.5% 28,181   

TOTAL 100% $208,747   

T he Session is the governing body of the Congregation. This group is made up of 
faithful leaders, called ‘Elders’, responsible for the spiritual life of the 

congregation. They meet to make decisions and to support the Minister and the 
other committees of the church.   

Here is a listing of our present 13 ruling elders: 

 Sandra Cameron Evans Ann Frost Ian McKay Jeanne Phene  Lorne Cowan
 Bud Hamilton Joan McLean Candace Siddall (Clerk of Session) Dennis Daly
 Ivy Mewha John McLean Wendell Siddall Jenny Thomson 

OU R  RU L I NG  E L D E R S  AT  ST .  G I L E S  

“...what does the LORD require of you but 

to do justice, and to love kindness,  

and to walk humbly with your God?”  

Micah 6:8 (NRSV) 
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UPCOMING  EVENTS  

Editorial Team: 

Susan Carmichael 

Merle Dalip 

Pearl Dalip 

Rev. Dewald Delport 

Denis Mascardelli 

Dianne Mascardelli 

 

 

Regular Contributors: 

Janet Astle (Archives) 

Heather Mackie (Children) 

Marni Strome (Choir News) 

Ted Samson (Finances) 

Dianne Mascardelli (Moms and Tots) 

Sandra Cameron Evans (Presbytery) 

Chris Browne (Special Events) 

Michael Moorhouse (Special Events) 

Address: 

St. Giles Presbyterian Church 

1102—23 Avenue NW 

Calgary, AB T2M 1T7 

 

Contact Information: 

Telephone:  403-289-6862 

E-Mail:  office@stgiles.ca 

Website: www.stgiles.ca 

C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  

W O R S H I P  S E R V I C E S  A R E  H E L D  E V E R Y  S U N D A Y  A T  1 0 : 0 0  A M  

* July 9 Stampede Brunch (see below) 

 Come and bring your family and friends —all are welcome. 

* September 10 Fall Welcome-Back Luncheon 

 Please join us for a Luncheon in the Lower Hall following our Worship Service. 

* October 1 World Communion Sunday 

 A celebration observed by several Christian denominations, taking place on the 
 first Sunday of every October, that promotes Christian unity and ecumenical  
 cooperation. 

* October 8  Thanksgiving Sunday 

 A chance for us to give thanks for a good harvest and other fortunes in the past year. 

Special thanks and appreciation to our Music Director, Marni Strome, and our organist/pianist 
Esther Woelfle, and to our guest musicians, for the wonderful and inspirational music that they have 

provided to us. 

Check our Church Bulletin for other Upcoming Events 

S T .  G I L E S  S TA M P E D E  B R U N C H  
Come and join in the camaraderie of St. Giles Stampede Brunch 
sponsored by members of our Session.  Dress in your western outfits and 
bring your family and friends for a wonderful time together as we share in 
celebrating Calgary’s biggest outdoor show “The Calgary Stampede”. 

Date:  Sunday, July 9, 2017 

Time:  After our regular worship service 

Place:  The Garden 


