
MISSION  STATEMENT:  “St. Giles’ mission is to nurture a vibrant Christian life; we will seek to grow in our 
relationship with God, we will care for the community and we will dare to follow Christ into the world.” 

A  couple of months ago no one knew of  the 
coronavirus. Today, the mention of COVID-19 

produces a little anxiety and perhaps a few other 
emotions. 

COVID-19 has brought out both the good and the bad in 
humanity. I was saddened to see video clips of people 
fighting in grocery stores over toilet paper. It is 
unthinkable to me that people descend to making racial 
jokes and, worse, descend to the abyss of racial 
discrimination because of COVID-19.  

But we also see the good in humanity. We 
see those who extend a caring hand to 
others. We hear of those who step in when 
two people are fighting over toilet paper. 
We see kindness. 

At this time Canada’s borders have been 
closed to all but essential travel to and 
from the United States, and efforts are 
underway to repatriate Canadians from 
distant lands where they have become 
marooned. We’ve been told to practice social distancing 
and many businesses have either closed or are 
operating with reduced hours. In most cases gatherings 
are restricted to no more than 50 persons and we are 
reminded to practice good hygiene—wash your hands 
and cough into your elbow. 

 What will happen a month or two from now? No one 
knows. 

 What does all this have to do with St. Giles or 
Easter? 

Situations can sometimes bring the best or the worst 
out of us. COVID-19 has brought a time of uncertainty. 
What will happen next? Will someone we love get sick? 
What if something happens to me? St. Giles is entering a 
time of uncertainty. What will happen after June? Will 
the finances pick up? Will our numbers grow? During the 

Passion, Jesus’ disciples entered a time of uncertainty. 
What will happen to us? How will we move the stone 
from the entrance to the tomb? Where is the risen Lord?  

How we respond in the midst of uncertainty is up to us. 
We can do something that is not helpful, though it may 
give us a false sense of control, like hoarding toilet 
paper. We can listen and remember to practice good 
hygiene and follow through like washing our hands, 
coughing into a sleeve, and staying home when we feel 
unwell.  

In the Passion and the Easter story we see 
how Jesus’ followers remained faithful in a 
time of uncertainty and  great stress. When 
Mary and the other women told the 
disciples that Jesus had risen and would 
meet them in Galilee, the disciples went to 
Galilee. When Cleopas and the other 
disciple met Jesus on the road to Emmaus 
they shared their story and concerns with 
Him. Jesus then comforted them, and their 

eyes were opened. 

As St. Giles enters a time of uncertainty, the Passion and 
Easter stories bring us comfort and hope. We are 
reminded that no matter what we experience, God is 
ultimately in control. We can re-learn to trust God. We 
can, like Jesus, pray: Not my will, but Yours be done.  

Jesus and His disciples experienced something very 
tragic, they went through a challenging time, they 
experienced profound grief and loss. However, the light 
of Easter morning greeted the world, greeted them.  

As St. Giles enters this time … embrace the truth that 
the light of God, even now, embraces all of you … and 
that is our hope and comfort … Not my will, but Yours be 
done. Amen. 

Easter Blessings, 

Rev. Dewald (Dewey) Delport 

M I N I S T E R ’ S  M E S S A G E  
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As the St. Giles Bible study group explored the Book of Daniel we discovered that a major character in the first 
four chapters is King Nebuchadnezzar, and indeed chapter four is written by him. Nebuchadnezzar, ruler of the 
Neo Babylonian empire from 605 to 562BC, was one of the greatest kings of the ancient Near East and it was he 
who incorporated Judah into his empire in 605BC, and later destroyed Jerusalem in 587BC when its inhabitants 
rebelled. The prophet Jeremiah describes him as the 'destroyer of nations' and both his conquests and building 
projects were on a monumental scale. 

However, with absolute power and great accomplishments came great pride and a belief that his empire and 
magnificent capital of Babylon would forever remain as testaments to his greatness. God humbled him and 
showed the king otherwise, and Nebuchadnezzar eventually confessed that only God's kingdom and dominion 
are eternal: 

"How great are his signs, 

how mighty his wonders! 

His kingdom is an eternal kingdom: 

His dominion endures from 

generation to generation." 

 

DANIEL , NEBUCHADNEZZAR ,  AND  OZYMANDIAS  

Babylon's Ishtar Gate, now located in Berlin's Pergamon Museum. An abridged excerpt from the inscription still 
visible on it says: "I (Nebuchadnezzar) laid the foundation of the gates down to the ground water level and had 
them built of pure blue stone. Upon the walls in the inner room of the gate are bulls and dragons and thus I 
magnificently adorned them with luxurious splendor for all mankind to behold in awe." This great city, once one of 
the 7 wonders of the ancient world and covering 2,200 acres, was abandoned by the middle of the second century 
BC. 
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In 1818 the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley produced his most famous work, Ozymandias, inspired by the British 
Museum's announcement that it would acquire a large fragment of the statue of the 13th century B.C. Egyptian 
pharaoh Ramses the Great, then lying in the sands beside the ruin of his mortuary temple. Like the Book of 
Daniel, Shelley's poem makes the point that, if I might quote Wikipedia, 'even the greatest men and the empires 
they forge are impermanent, their legacies fated to decay into oblivion'. 

Ozymandias 

I met a traveller from an antique land, 

Who said – "Two vast and trunkless legs of stone 

Stand in the desert … Near them, on the sand, 

Half sunk a shattered visage lies, whose frown,  

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command, 

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read 

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things, 

The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed; 

And on the pedestal, these words appear: 

My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings; 

Look on my Works, ye Mighty and despair! 

Nothing beside remains. Round the decay 

Of that colossal Wreck, boundless and bare 

The lone and level sands stretch far away. 

Though the poem may leave one with a sense of melancholy, Daniel reassures us that although the empires of 
men come and go, there is a real king of kings whose kingdom will one day be fully manifested on earth. 

Denis Mascardelli 

 

This lithograph captures the wreck of the huge statue Pharaoh Rameses II as the artist David Roberts saw it in December 1838. 

Originally just under 60 feet tall and carved from a single 1100 ton block of granite, it portrayed the king seated on his throne, with 

the double crown of Upper and Lower Egypt on his head. 
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R E V .  D E L P O R T ’S  R E S I G N A T I O N  A N D  T H E  FU T U R E  O F  S T .G I L E S  

A s most of you know, Rev. Dewald Delport will be 
leaving St. Giles at the end of June 2020. His 

wife, Zlatica, has accepted a position in Lethbridge 
and Dewald is looking forward to being a House 
Spouse. With vacation time, his last day in the office 
will be June 13th. 

The Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod has appointed 
the Reverends Jake Van Pernis and Rod Ferguson to 
share the role of Interim Moderator. As laid out in the 
Terms of Reference, Dewald will continue to lead 
worship, provide pastoral care, moderate Session 
and fulfill all his regular ministerial and leadership 
responsibilities until his departure. 

Rev. Van Pernis and Rev. Ferguson will work with the 
Session on initial discussions about the future of 
St. Giles. We’ll research and review options in 
preparation for fuller discernment with the 
congregation. Rod and Jake will support the 
congregation in the transitional time until Dewald 

leaves and be responsible for any Search Committee. 

We will miss Dewald and the leadership he has 
provided during the last nine years.  

This is a time of change for St. Giles and we have an 
opportunity to 
consider what that 
change will look 
like.  As Dewald 
offered in his 
Annual Report 
message, we need 
to “Trust in the 
Lord”. 

Sandra Cameron 
Evans 

 

THANK YOU 
To all the parishioners at St. Giles, 

Your generosity and support for our family while we faced the loss of our Mother and Grandmother, Betty 
Lou Kinton, was very much appreciated. We are so thankful she had such a supportive Church community. 
Special thank you to Dewey, Shelley, Susan, and Jenny and her team. 

                                                                                                                                                                 Sincerely Jill Dettling 

A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY  

Daughter Jacki, Bette Wilson and Marilyn 
Machum 

Bette Wilson turned 101 on January 31st and on 
Sunday, February 2nd Betty and daughter Jacki 
attended our worship service. Rev. Delport 
extended to her our very best wishes for good 
health and God’s blessing, and the Choir and 
congregation sang Happy Birthday. 

A special cake for the occasion was arranged by 
Marilyn Machum and was shared with all in 
attendance after the service. 

Bette was delighted with all the kindness that 
was extended to her and enjoyed many 
conversations with old and new friends.  

Dewald, Zlatica, Ljubica and Jax 
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I nternational Women’s Day 
was recognized on March 8, 

2020 so I decided to revisit a 
couple of articles I wrote about 
two women who had a great 
impact on Presbyterian life in 
Calgary. The article about Miss 
Margaret Boyd was first printed 
in this newsletter in June 2005, 
the second is about Miss Athalie 
Read and was published here in 
November 2005.  

Adapted from the June, 2005 article: 

The Calgary Presbytery had noticed, in 1945, that 
while a building boom was taking place in north 
Calgary for returning veterans, there were few, if any, 
churches to serve these people. A survey was made 
and enough families expressed an interest in a church 
that Presbytery created a Home Mission, initially 
referred to as Tuxedo but later named Chalmers. 
In 1947 Synod approved a loan to purchase a site at 
22nd Avenue and Edmonton Trail, with the initial focus 
more on developing a Sunday School than building a 
church. As a result, it was decided to construct a 
Sunday School Hall. Construction began in late 1948. 
The building was dedicated on May 22, 1949. 

At a Presbytery meeting in March 1949, it was agreed 
that, if necessary, the Women’s Missionary Society 
(WMS) be asked to place a deaconess at Chalmers for a 
short period. Was this because of a shortage of funds 
or a shortage of ministers due to the war? The WMS 
chose Miss Margaret Boyd who moved to Calgary from 
her previous assignment in Flin Flon, Manitoba. She 
was either, present for the dedication ceremony, as 
recorded in one source, or arrived a few days later, on 
May 31, according to another reference.  

Miss Boyd was born in Vancouver and trained as a 
nurse in Victoria. An accident, however, left her unable 
to nurse and some time later she attended the WMS 
25th Anniversary celebration in Toronto. While there 
she experienced something that convinced her to 
answer the call to become a deaconess. She then 
embarked on the first of her travels when she moved 
to Toronto to attend the Missionary and Deaconess 
Training School. She graduated from the school in 
1948 and worked in the Okanagan Valley and Flin Flon 

before moving to Calgary.  

Miss Boyd put the information gained from the earlier 
canvas of the Tuxedo area to good use and contacted 
interested families to garner both children and adult 
helpers for the Sunday School. There were 40 children 
present at her first Sunday on June 5, 1949. She started 
a boys’ group on June 7 and a girls’ group on June 8! 
She held a Daily Vacation Bible School in July with 
between 30 and 50 attending each day. The pace 
continued in 1950 when she organized a girls’ Explorer 
group in March and also organized a youth group at 
Pleasant Heights. All this at a time when the hall was 
not finished inside so she had to climb over boards to 
enter and water had to be hauled from Colin McLay’s 
mother’s house nearby.  

In the meantime, Presbytery was anxious to appoint a 
minister and was conducting a far-reaching search. Mr. 
V.W. Raison was appointed in March 1950, despite the 
fact he was still a student minister in Ontario. He was 
ordained there in May, before moving to Calgary, with 
his young family, in June. He was actually given charge 
of several mission areas at this time but my records 
give conflicting data. He certainly had charge of 
Springbank but which of Three Hills, Orkney and 
Pleasant Heights missions were his needs to be 
clarified. He immediately began work, with Miss Boyd’s 
assistance, with the result the Daily Vacation Bible 
School for August, 1950 had an average attendance of 
75. Construction on the hall was completed in 
September, just in time for the opening service on 
October 1, which was attended by about 130 people. 
By this time there were over 100 children enrolled in 
Church school. Rev. Raison was formally installed at 
Chalmers later in October, 1950. 

Miss Boyd’s two-year term of service was almost over. 
Presumably, she attended Chalmers’ first communion 
on March 11, 1951, where 28 members took the 
elements, but there is no further mention of her other 
than her departure on April 30, 1951. By that time 
Chalmers was turning its sights towards constructing a 
“proper” church building. She continued to undertake a 
variety of assignments for the WMS including work at 
the Vancouver Children’s Centre, a kindergarten in 
Montreal, and then on to Hamilton and Saskatchewan 
before settling down in Ottawa. She died there on April 
14, 2001, at the age of 83 years.  

INTERNAT IONAL  WOMEN ’S  DAY  

 

Margaret Boyd 
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Adapted from the November, 2005 article: 

Miss Athalie Read was born in 1916 and lived with her 
6 siblings on the family farm, located not far from 
Brockville, Ontario. She certainly did not get her taste 
for travel from her early school experiences because 
she attended Read’s Public School, which was actually 
on their farm. A horse and buggy were required for her 
further education at Brockville Collegiate Institute. 
Two Mission ladies, who worked with the Chinese in 
Brockville, often worshiped with the 
Read family. Miss Read believed she got 
her initial idea of becoming a missionary 
in China from these women. 

Miss Read was encouraged to continue 
her studies at the Missionary and 
Deaconess Training School in Toronto. It 
was while studying there that she had 
her first experience of working in 
Western Canada when she was appointed to the Prince 
Albert Presbytery in Saskatchewan. She graduated in 
1943 and was sent to work in the war time housing 
areas of Hamilton. In 1947 she was appointed Regional 
Secretary to the Synod of Alberta and she moved to 
Calgary. While here she started the WMS group that 
bore her name. I am not sure how much time she spent 
in Calgary because she travelled all over Alberta during 
the summer months, while the winter months were 
split between Edmonton and Calgary. Don Flint’s 
stepmother received her CGIT pin from Miss Read after 
she had organized the CGIT in Bassano.  

Miss Read remembered assisting Rev. G. Dobie and his 
wife as they conducted church services, Sunday 
Schools and Vacation Bible Schools. They would start 
in Fort St. John, B.C., then move on to Dixonville and 
continue through the Peace River area. She would 
often travel on the wheat trucks that traversed the 
countryside. She wore a navy-blue uniform and once 
was mistaken for a Public Health Nurse. Marjorie 
Davidson remembered that Miss Read would stay with 
her family while teaching Vacation Bible School in 
Grand Prairie, and in particular how she loved all the 
children.  

Miss Read moved on to Vancouver where she worked 
with new Canadians. In fact, she would often welcome 
them as they arrived at the docks. In the early 1960’s 
she was asked to go to British Guiana to work with 
women’s groups and provide leadership training to 

youth groups. She first went to New York to take a 
course in Christianity and Communism. She noted, 
“this course was of a great help to me because at this 
time the communists from Korea and Cuba were 
coming into the country”. The country became 
independent in 1963 and was renamed Guyana. These 
were very troubled and dangerous times. Miss Read 
recalls that she was living in Essequibo when the 
communist leader in the area sent her a note that she 
was to be shot at 7pm and her house burnt. She 

believed that God was telling her to stay 
put, which she did, and she was unhurt.  

Life became more difficult in Guyana 
and in 1970 the Missionary Society 
recalled her. She was given the option of 
choosing where she would like to work 
but all she answered was anywhere “as 
long as there isn’t too much travel”. All 

those years of travelling must have taken a toll! Miss 
Read then began a ten-year stay at the Inner-City 
Mission in Flora House, Winnipeg.  She organized Bible 
study groups, church schools and vacation camps for 
children. She was less successful with her study groups 
for the mothers until the day she saw a certain mother 
walking towards her and the idea came of setting up a 
weight-watcher group. As she so succinctly wrote: “A 
pair of scales was secured and the attendance 
increased.” 

Possibly one of Miss Read’s greatest successes in 
Winnipeg came when she set up the first breakfast 
program in that city. This came about because she had 
noticed how many children were stopping at Flora 
House to ask for cookies on the way to school. She 
began with thirty children, providing them with a 
vitamin pill, hot cereal and a glass of Tang to drink. She 
was nominated as Winnipeg’s “Woman of the Year” for 
this work.  

After nearly 40 years of mission work Miss Read 
retired and completed the circle by moving back to 
Brockville, where many of her family still lived. Her life 
of service was not over, however, and she volunteered 
at a food depot, Operation Harvest Sharing and a coffee 
shop at St. Lawrence Lodge. Naturally, she was also 
active with the WMS and other church groups until her 
health began to fail. She passed away on August 26, 
2005. 

Janet Astle 

INT E R NA T I O NA L  WO M E N ’S  DA Y  
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SESS ION  REPORT  

T he highlight of our first two months at St. Giles 
was the 63rd Annual Meeting held on Sunday, 

February 23, 2020, after our worship service and a 
delicious potluck lunch. 

The major concern was not meeting our budget which 
resulted in a notable deficit. A motion was put forth for 
a fund raiser to make up the deficit and it passed.  

Session met with Rev. Dianne Ollerenshaw for guidance 

in initiating plans/ options for St. Giles future; the 
congregation will soon be invited to participate.  

We are very sad to be  losing Rev. Delport in June. 
Session has requested that Presbytery appoint an 
Interim Moderator for St. Giles.  

Blessings,  
Candace Siddall, Clerk of Session 

ST .  G I L E S  AN NU AL  M EET I NG  

O n Sunday, February 23rd, following the worship 
service, St. Giles held its 63rd Annual Meeting. 

Thirty-nine people attended, including staff. 

As all the best meetings do, it started with a delicious 
lunch. Thank you to everyone who brought something 
to share. Once we were all settled into coffee or tea 
and dessert, Rev. Delport called the meeting to order 
and opened in prayer. 

The agenda followed the Annual Report and enabled 
people to ask questions, provide additional 
information, offer opinions, and produced good 
discussion about the business of the church. 
Rev. Delport led the discussion forward through the 

Agenda, with the guidance that we all consider 
everyone’s point of view, our membership in the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada (PCC) and our own 
relationships with God as we make our decisions. 
The meeting adjourned shortly before 2:00 pm. 

A draft copy of the Minutes from the Annual Meeting is 
available in the Church Office for anyone who wishes 
to read it or get a copy. 

Please consider attending the next Annual Meeting in 
February 2021. Your involvement is important for 
keeping St. Giles a healthy and vibrant church. 

Shelley McKechnie 

SH RO V E  T U E SD A Y  

T his year, the members of St Giles were asked to celebrate Shrove Tuesday at home and submit photos of 
their  pancake feasts. Shelley McKechnie and Cathy Brown shared these photos of their culinary triumphs. 
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S ixteen art enthusiasts braved 70 kph winds and 
freezing temperatures to take part in the Pop-Up 

Art Workshop III on Monday afternoon, October 28, 
2019. It was organized by our resident artist, Ann 
Poole, and Chris Browne. Ann had ordered precut 
10x10 inch Masonite squares, along with appropriate 
paints and brushes, to make a combined 30x40 inch 
panel of Advent scenes. 

The happy chatter at the start soon hushed to a quiet 
concentration as participants stretched their 
imaginations and put brush to canvas. We were 

fortunate that 
Ivy Mewha 
was ready to 
help with her 
art 
experience, as 
were Douglas 
Poole with his 
snow shovel 
and Bob 
Paulette with 
his camera. 

Refreshments were available to wind up the 
session and Ann and her helpers were able to 
attach an Advent Panel of 12 masterpieces to a 
notice board in the Narthex, with her husband 
supplying the border. 

Thanks to everyone for their participation. The 
amount of $75.00 was donated to the Church’s 
general fund. Please keep your suggestions 
coming in for future sessions in the new year. 

Ann Poole and Chris Browne 

POP -UP  ART  WORKSH OP  I I I  

ENG L I SH  CR EA M  TE A  A ND  BA K E  SA L E  

MA Y  30 ,  2020 

Just a quick reminder that we will be hosting our 8th   Annual English Cream Tea and Bake Sale on Saturday 

May 30th from 1:00 – 3:30 pm.  

This is one of our major fund raisers and a most enjoyable way to show off the St. Giles Church community. Over 
the years we have received many lovely compliments on the tea, bake sale, and our musicians.  

As always ‘many hands make light work’ and I can’t thank all the 
volunteers enough for their help and their baking. The bake sale 
is a drawing card and a highlight. All your wonderful homemade 
goodies are so appreciated by those who have not the time or 
skills to bake for themselves.  

Remember to put Saturday, May 30th in your calendar and invite 
your family, friends, and neighbors’ to the ‘best kept secret in 
Calgary.’  

See you there and remember your hats. 

Candace Siddall, Coordinator 
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A V ERY  SPEC IAL  EV ENT  

A  glance at the 'Contact Information' listed on the 
back page of the last issue of the What's Up ?

reveals that this is a 'Regular Contribution', having to 
do with things called Special Events. Surely the name is 
fitting, because as everyone knows we've got a very 
important one in our near future. 

Ordinarily it could just be the much talked about 
'Climate Change' that's close upon us, and certainly the 
winters nowadays are different from the ones way 
back when boys like me wore moccasins from 
November till March. But for St. Giles a different and 
greater change is not long away. We will be saying 
goodbye to our minister, Rev. Delport. For Dewey and 
his family, things will all be different and exciting in a 
new city, but for us it will mean uncertainty and maybe 
some hint of risk. But along with all that, hopefully the 
change can come with a measure of excitement. After 
all, we've done it before. 

St. Giles has a lot to offer, starting with a good location 
with easy parking and close access to public transit. 
We have a lovely traditional sanctuary with adjacent 
meeting and teaching space. Our lower hall and service 
facilities are well suited to congregational events. And 
for those like me whose musical competence is based 
in simple enjoyment , we have a dedicated choir 
presenting a program mixing traditional and modern. 

That's a bit of who we are and what we have. 
Gathering it all together and reflecting that many of us 
have sat in the same place for Sunday worship for half 
a century brings to memory glimpses of the past. It's 
relevant that the time when our sanctuary was most 
crowded was not one of those long-ago Sunday 
Communions when we had to carry chairs up from 
downstairs to seat everyone. No, it was a special 
memorial service on behalf of a Calgarian who died 
with so many others in the overturning of the drill-
ship Ocean Ranger off Newfoundland back in February 
1982. 

Names and dates escape me, but 
our first important public 
occasion was probably the time 
we invited the newly elected 
PCC Moderator to visit us on his 
mandatory tour of the scattered 
presbyteries in the west. He 
came, we put on a grand meal, 
and everyone had a fine time. 

Finally, it could be that our most important 'special 
event' is the one that keeps coming back every year - 
our Stampede Brunch. I forget when, but I believe the 
idea came from Bob Cormack, who had experience in 
the hotel industry in preparing food in large amounts. 

But first some background. It's important that this was 
long ago, back in the days when the Session was all 
male. The downstairs kitchen was the domain of an 
organization known as the Women of the Church and 
no men dared enter. Except on the first Sunday of the 
Calgary Stampede. Bob brought all the ingredients 
from home - a couple of pails of homemade pancake 
batter along with a special sauce.  

A few Elders like me had been given big packages of 
sausages that we took home to cook, and we gathered 
it all downstairs, tiptoed into the kitchen, and fired up 
that huge black cast-iron stove that we eventually gave 
away. Rev. Crawford presented a shortened worship 
service, and folks gathered in the parking lot behind 
the church because we hadn't then bought and merged 
the house next door. A suitable Grace had been said in 
the sanctuary and we hoped it didn't rain. It was all 
very public and a few passers-by took advantage of the 
welcoming sign on the sidewalk. 

That's how, long ago, our first Stampede Breakfast 
became a 'Special Event' tradition that happens every 
year.  I think it's only rained a couple of times. 

Michael Moorhouse 

He is Risen! 
When Jesus died, it seemed like the world had stopped. His followers were distraught and without hope. 
Yet God’s plan was being perfectly carried out, just as it is in your life today. 

The disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. 
Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them!  John 20:19 

One Minute Devotions: Living Water for those who thirst. 2004 Christian Arts Gifts, Inc. 
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On Sunday, December 22, 2019 it was a special 
privilege for our congregation to welcome into 

Christ’s Church by Baptism,  
Julianna Rose 

infant daughter of Bill and Kate McAuley,  
and sister to Aislinn Elise. 

To share in this very special occasion were  
grandparents, Denis and Dianne Mascardelli  

and Dave and Louise McAuley  
and many family and friends. 

 

B I RTH  ANNOU NCEMENT  

BAPT ISM  

‘Now they were bringing even infants to him that He might touch them; and when the disciples saw it, they 
rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God.”’  Luke 18:15–16      

Duncan and Danielle Browne are pleased to announce 
the birth of their of their daughter,  

Bronwyn Christine,  
and a sister to Beau. 

Bronwyn was born on January 9, 2020 at 8:11 am , 
weighting 9 lbs 5 oz and 22 inches long. 

Proud grandparents are David and Jane Browne,  
and Mike and Linda Matchett. 

Also very happy great grandparents are  
Christine Browne and Natalia Burke,  

Robert and Darlene Matchett and Morley Orsted. 
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CHU RCH  SCH OOL  NEWS  

T he Church 
School 

would like to 
thank the 
congregation for 
your support 
with our Noisy 
Offering. We are 
extremely happy 
to say we have 

already collected over $250 and the children have 
been talking about which specific Gifts of Change 
projects they would like to support. We have created 
a poster which is hanging in the Narthex and shows 
how much money we have collected. For every $20 
the Church School children color and glue one child 
around the world. This project has been a great way 
to talk about how we can help others and to talk 

about the different situation children in other 
countries are in, and how fortunate we are to live in 
Canada.  

Once again the Church School children and the youth 
created cards to give to those who attend the 
Maundy Thursday Special Communion. The children 
enjoy an opportunity to be creative and to share 
some love with others in the congregation.  

During the season of Lent, and taking off from one of 
Rev. Dewald’s ‘Walk Through the Bible’ talks, we 
have been talking about adding kindness this season 
of Lent (rather than giving something up), and as 
such are also going to make spring pictures to share 
with the people who attend either Second Sunday 
Singers or the Fanning service.  

Heather Mackie 

MOMS  AND  TOTS  PROGRAM  

Moms and Tots at St Giles has faced some serious 
hurdles this year but it has still been possible to 
present a strong program to new moms and other 
care givers. Sadly, Teuny Howarth is no longer able 
to attend the meetings or provide the amazing 
baking she is so well known for. Other members of 
the team have been affected by illness, vacations or 
unexpected events that have forced their absence.  

At the time of writing this 
article, it seems unlikely that 
the April program (Positive 
Discipline on April 16th) will 
be able to go ahead owing to 
the COVID-19 virus. With any 
luck, there will be a May 
program on the 14th when 
Dr Karen Colburne, a 
registered child psychologist 
will discuss Childhood 
Attachment. 

The committee wishes to 
thank all those who have 

helped and 
supported the 
program; you are 
very much 
appreciated. 

Linda Anderson, Ann 
Frost, Donna 
Hamilton, Dianne 
Mascardelli, Candace 
Siddall, Gillian 
Siddall, Wendell 
Siddall 
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CH OIR  NEWS  

W e enjoyed a concert collaboration with the Calgary Community Choir in December, at the Rozsa Centre, 
together with the Calgary Children’s choir and a number of instrumentalists.  

On Sunday February 9, we had our first Hymn Sing. We were joined by Amicus Singers, and the Calgary Youth 
Choir. We had duets, a men’s ensemble, some solo’s, and lots of hymn requests! A reception followed, with 
fabulous baked goods donated by some of our wonderful church members including Dianne Mascardelli, 
Margaret Moorhouse, Donna Russell, Donna Hamilton, and organized by Merle Dalip. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, as you know, we are not currently in rehearsal, and our concert for May has 
been cancelled. We are continuing to stay in touch through email at least once a week, and we are enjoying at 
least this small opportunity for interaction – with jokes and musical trivia, while also assuring ourselves that 
everyone is healthy and well. We are missing our time to sing together and worship together, and we look 
forward to doing so again as soon as this becomes possible. 

We continue to be grateful for our excellent accompanist/organist, Esther Woelfle, for her creative piano stylings 
and musical support in all situations. 

From the choir, we send our love and best wishes to everyone in St. Giles for good health and God’s blessing. 
We miss you all!!! 

                                    Marni Stome 

Hymn Sing on February 9, 2020 
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TE A M  ST .  G I L E S  P A RT I C I P A T E S  I N  T H E  2020 

CO L D E ST  N I G H T  O F  T H E  YE A R  (CNOY)  WA L K  

T he Coldest Night of the Year (CNOY) was held in Calgary on 
Saturday, February 22, 2020. This is a family-friendly walk 
that raises money for charities serving hungry and  homeless 

people in our community. 

By walking at dusk during a cold winter's night we get a feeling of 
the challenges faced by those experiencing homelessness during 
the winter months. Mayor Naheed Nenshi and representatives 
from A Place to Call Home (Bankview) and Feed the Hungry were 
there to address and encourage the walkers. 

This year the St Giles team walkers were Connie Harms, Brenda 
Seguin (Connie's sister) and Malcolm and Cathy Brown. The team 
did the five-kilometer walk in just under an hour. The snow held off 
and walking conditions were good. After the walk we enjoyed a hot 
meal of chili, coffee and hot chocolate with baked treats for dessert. 
It's always a good time and rewarding to raise funds for these 
worthwhile causes. 

The St. Giles team which included John (Team Lead) and Joan 
McLean raised $825.00. 

Cathy Brown 

TH A NK  YOU  T O  JA C K I E  L I NG  

O n Sunday, March 1st, the congregation of St. Giles said 
goodbye to our nursery worker, Jackie Ling, who has 

been with us for the past five years. We will miss her smiling 
face on Sunday mornings. We also said goodbye to her mother, 
Kristin Ling, who filled in for her on occasion. 

Jackie is a graduate of the Alberta College of Art and Design and 
has formed her own ‘Permanent Makeup’ company for anyone 
that may be interested. She is also working for WestJet in their 
call centre.  

We wish Jackie all the best 
in her new endeavors. 

Marilyn Machum 

 

Left to Right: Marilyn Machum, Kristin and Jackie Ling 
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2020 WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER  

W orld Day of Prayer is always held on the first 
Friday in March and is sponsored by the 

Women’s Inter-Church Council (WICC) of Canada, 
with a mission to pursue justice, peace and 
reconciliation, by standing together in prayer and 
action. This year it fell on March 6th and six churches 
in North West Calgary took part in an afternoon 
service, hosted by St. David’s United Church. Fifty 
two people made up the congregation coming from 
St. Andrew’s Anglican, St. Barnabas Anglican, St. 
David’s United, Holy Cross Anglican, St. Plus X 
Catholic, and our own St. Giles Presbyterian. 

The women of Zimbabwe had prepared a simple and 
meaningful service around the theme “Rise! Take 
your mat and walk.“ John 5: 2-9. This theme is 
depicted here by the Zimbabwean born artist 
Nonhlanhla Mathe, who lives in Bulawayo. It is a 
display of love, healing and reconciliation, and 

represents a transition from a dark and difficult past 
to a more prosperous and promising future. 

Zimbabwe, formerly Rhodesia, is in the heart of 
Southern Africa and has had to struggle for many 
years for independence and self government in the 
face of political violence. Their culture is still dealing 
with sexual violence, HIV and AIDS infection, child 
marriage, lack of schools and social assistance. 
Efforts to bring all sides into a process of truth and 
reconciliation are ongoing and they are encouraged 
to report that women held 33% of the seats in the 
2018 parliament. 

The writers of the service asked the readers to reflect 
on their own lives and their own communities with 
Jesus’ life changing question, “do you want to be 
made well?” And what are the obstacles and excuses 
which do not allow for change? The Rev. Debbie 
Stockdale of St. David’s guided the participants 
through her meditation to the feeling of solidarity 
with the Zimbabwean women so that love, peace and 
healing would flow to them and encourage faith in 
action. All are challenged to “Rise! Take your mat and 
walk!” 

This day, we only went as far as the social room 
where the friendly St. David's hosts offered a 
generous lunch with Zimbabwean touches of yams 
and spices on plates matching the colours of the 
country’s green, red and yellow flag. 

The offering funds will go to grants for projects to 
restore hope to women touched by injustice. 

Chris Browne 

LE ND I NG  L I B RA R Y  

S t. Giles has a lending Library situated on the main 
floor down the hall from the Narthex.  Please come 

and browse on a Sunday morning during coffee, or any 
time for that matter. Feel free to sit and relax for a 
moment.  

We use the honor system for borrowing and returning 
books; note the sign-out scribbler provided next to the 
exit.  The Book Return Box is on the same table.  

The GIFT committee welcomes your suggestions of 

new titles for inclusion on our shelves. You may leave 
your suggestions in the book return box in the library. 
We also accept pertinent book donations. 

Ivy Mewha 

Growing in Faith 
Together (GIFT) 

Committee 



Page 15  What’s  Up?  

OU R  LENTEN  JOU RNEY  2020  

First Sunday in Lent 
God placed the humans in the garden of delight to 
tend it, to enjoy it, to commune with God and one 
another in it. But we turned our backs on the One 
who made it and turned the garden into wilderness. 

Creator God, your steadfast love surrounds us. 
Teach us the way we should go and inspire us to 
live in communion with you and with one 
another. Amen. 

<><><><><> 

Second Sunday in Lent 
God called Abram and Sarai to leave the 
familiar, to travel in faith to a new land, 
to become a blessing to all the families 
of the earth. 

Creator God, open us to the leading 
of your Spirit. Move us from where 
we are to where you want us to be, 
trusting always that we are in your 
gracious presence. Amen. 

<><><><><> 

Third Sunday in Lent 
God led the people of Israel through the wilderness; 
and to a thirsty and quarrelsome people, provided 
water from a rock, living water for all, a spring of 
water gushing up to eternal life. 

Creator God, your love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit. Let that love open 
our minds and hearts so that our lives witness to 
your sustaining and refreshing grace — the living 
water we are called to share with a thirsty world. 
Amen.  

<><><><><> 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
God shines light on the world in Jesus, opening eyes 
that are blind, exposing prejudice and fear. 

Creator God, the Source of light and love, 
empower us to live as your children so that all 
people may know your goodness and mercy. 
Amen.  

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Our own pain and the world’s brokenness may tempt 
us to hopelessness and despair. 

Creator God, help us to trust you and share your 
resurrection life with all people so that they may 
be raised from despair to hope, from death to 
life. Amen. 

<><><><><> 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
Jesus enters the city in humility, lauded 
by the crowds, “Hosanna! Save us!”; 
questioned by the powers that be; 
betrayed and denied by his friends. 

Creator God, Let the same mind be in 
us that was in Christ Jesus, so that we 
may give ourselves in love and 
humility to further your purpose of 
life for the world. Amen 

<><><><><> 

Maundy Thursday/Good 
Friday 

God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the 
world but to save the world that all may have 
abundant life. 

Creator God, we lift up the cup of salvation in 
remembrance of the crucified and risen one, in 
remembrance of those who know the cup of 
suffering, in remembrance of those who need 
liberation. Amen 

<><><><><> 

Easter Sunday 
God raised Jesus on the third day. Christ is risen! 
Alleluia! This is the good news of the gospel!  Christ 
is risen! We are risen! Alleluia! 

Creator God, may we live daily as Easter people 
bringing life, love and hope to all the world 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord. Amen. 

<><><><><> 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen, indeed! 

The following liturgies have been adapted from those produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development 
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COMMENTS  FROM  YOU R  REPRESENTAT IVE  ELDER  

ON  PRESBYTERY  

Jesus Gives Rest for Our Souls 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 

yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

Matthew 10: 28-30 NRSV 

P resbytery met on March 3rd in Varsity Acres 

Church, starting with worship led by A. Perrett, 

Director of Cyclical Calgary-Macleod.  J. Egger, a 

Mission Co-worker with the Presbyterian Church in the 

Republic of Korea, spoke on his work for the 

Theological Reflection. 

Discerning the Future of our Presbytery 

 Enthusiasms and Concerns Regarding the Ministries 

of the Presbytery 

 St. Andrew’s, Calgary announced that their 

ministry south of Fish Creek, ‘The Creek’, will be 

launched on April 10th; 

 J. Egger will be speaking at Varsity Acres on 

March 21st; 

 St. Andrew’s, Calgary will host ‘Called & Sent’, 

about being a missional church in a Canadian 

context, on May 2nd; 

 Presbytery extended prayers and sympathy to 

B. Bocskoras and his family upon the death of his 

father in Hungary. 

 Mission and Strategy 

 The Presbytery Annual Retreat will be held at 

Camp Kannawin; 

 J. Morris, Convenor of the Presbytery New 

Worshipping Communities Team, was appointed 

as liaison for Cyclical Calgary-Macleod. 

Reports on the Ministries of our Presbytery 

 Clergy and Congregational Care 

 Because of changes to travel arrangements to 

Canada Youth 2020, Presbytery approved a 4:1 

Participant to Leader ratio; 

 The Presbytery agreed to reimburse J. Thurn, a 

Presbytery candidate for ministry, for the cost of 

his Police Information Check. 

 Administration Committee 

 There will be a discussion on the PCC Workplace 

Harassment paper at the May meeting; 

 Terms of reference for the Co-Interim 

Moderators at St. Giles were approved and J. Van 

Pernis and R. Ferguson were appointed; 

 Terms of reference for the Interim Moderator at 

Varsity Acres were approved; 

 Notice of his retirement, effective July 1, 2021, 

was received from H. Jack; 

 B. Cocks Is Moderator Elect for 2020-2021. 

Reports on our Ministry Partnerships 

 Director of Regional Ministries 

 Presbytery is hosting a workshop, ‘Feeling at 

Home After Immigration’ on March 14th at Grace 

that addresses the inter-generational challenges 

of immigration; 

 The KAIROS Blanket Exercise will be conducted 

on March 17th.  Anyone who has not experienced 

it can register at https://stmu.ca/Kairos. 

 Enthusiasms and Concerns Regarding our 

Partnerships 

 Prayers were offered for Camp Kannawin which 

is experiencing financial challenges. 

Next Meeting – The next regular meeting will take 

place May 5th at St. Giles church at 1:00pm.  All are 

welcome. 

Sandra Cameron Evans 

https://stmu.ca/Kairos
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F INANC I AL  UPDATE  FOR  2019  

The table on the right shows our income and expenses 
for 2019 (i.e. it is a 'profit and loss' statement). 

Note that this isn’t the complete financial statement 
reviewed during the Annual General Meeting held on 23 
February which included additional items such as 
depreciation and a balance sheet. It does however show 
annual income and expenses and the resultant surplus 
or deficit for the year. 

Unfortunately, the 'bottom line' is that  expenses 
exceeded income by $47,346. 

Envelope Offerings – includes envelopes, PAR (pre-
authorized remittances), open plate offerings, and 
payroll giving. 

The major sources of Other Income included: rental 
income ($27,997) which encompasses ‘long term’ 
rentals such as the Korean Church ($11,400) and ‘short 
term’ rentals such as weddings ($5,877); congregational 
life events ($9,598) such as the May English Tea, 
Christmas Bazaar and St. Patrick’s Day Dinner; and 
memorial giving($4,279). 

Assessments includes Presbytery Dues and the 
Presbyterian Pension Plan. 

Payroll Expenses – by far the largest expense, captures 
the cost (salary and benefits) of the minister and the 
church's other employees as well as the Director of 
Music and the organist/pianist. 

Christian Education – costs associated with the Sunday 
School, Vacation Bible School and Camp Kannawin . 

Worship and Service – a hodgepodge category that 
includes items such as music materials, special occasion 
musicians, and special service costs such as weddings 
and funerals. 

Mission and Outreach – captures our congregation's financial support for a variety of mission activities such as 
the Thutong Ya Bana School, the Food Bank, Kairos, and Presbyterians Sharing ($10,000). 

Office Supplies – as the name suggests, this category captures expenses for office supplies, postage, copier and 
computer, telephone and internet. It also includes bank charges. 

Property Expenses are the second largest draw on our finances. Utilities 
($16,412) were a major item in this category while lawn mowing, snow 
removal, and various repairs and maintenance came to $20,158. 

Congregation Events – as mentioned under Other Income, various 
Congregational Life Events were a significant source of income ($9,598). 
This category captures expenses associated with such events, as well as 
the Stampede Breakfast and Youth events. 

Note: thanks to our Treasurer, Connie Harms, for providing the information 
for the financial update. 

Income   

    General Offerings 168,359 

    Other Income 45,234 

  Total Income $213,598 

Expenses  

    Assessments 25,949 

    Payroll Expenses 167,076 

    Christian Education 1,056 

    Worship & Service 5,133 

    Mission & Outreach 12,784 

    Office & Supplies 10,380 

    Property Expenses 37,005 

    Congregation Events 1,556 

  Total Expenses $260,939 

Surplus/Deficit ($47,346) 
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“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.”  
John1:5 

We have journeyed through the Lenten season and the dawn of Easter morning is 

breaking before our eyes. People questioned Jesus’ teaching and yet He taught with 

compassion. Others questioned His authority and yet He was a gentle King. On the cross 

they mocked Him and yet He prayed, “Father forgive them.” He was the Light that shone 

in the darkness. Today He still is the Light that gives light to the darkness in our life. 

 As a result of the precautions taken in response to the COVID-19 virus, our 

regular Worship Services that are held on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am 

have been cancelled until further notice. This includes: 

 Palm/Passion Sunday and Communion Service on April 5 

 Good Friday Worship Service on April 10 and 

 Easter Son-rise Service and Easter Worship Service on April 12. 

 Bible Study and Mid-Week Mix have been cancelled until the Fall. 

 Choir rehearsals have been cancelled until further notice. 

These past few weeks have been unlike anything that we have experienced 

before with unprecedented changes and uncertainty. We hope that you are 

adjusting to the restrictions of social distancing and self-isolation.  

Stay safe and healthy as we help to contain the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 


